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Abstract:  

Globalisation is often said to have unsustainable environmental consequences. 

Growing interconnectedness through commodity chains and global production 

networks has intensified the impacts on environmental sustainability so that localised 

human activity or globalised environmentally harmful phenomena may 

have repercussions in distant places across the globe. In line with 

recent developments in literatures on global social-ecological systems, we describe 

such phenomena in terms of ‘telecoupling’ (Liu et al. 2013; Friis and Nielsen 2017) and 

recognise that this poses significant challenges for environmental governance 

(Lenschow et al. 2016; Eakin et al. 2017). Different strands of academic literature have 

analysed global connections and their environmental implications, as well as 

institutional arrangements, agencies and actors to govern the global environment 

(Pattberg and Widberg 2015; Biermann et al. 2009). Nevertheless, attempts to study, 

and indeed to govern, such globally interconnected phenomena and their 

environmental implications have remained relatively isolated (Dauvergne and Clapp 

2016). 

This panel aims to stimulate a rich discussion on globalisation and environmental 

sustainability – with specific reference to environmental problems arising from distant 

global interconnections, or telecouplings – and appropriate governance 

approaches to address such environmental problems. Hence, in this panel we aim to 

dig deeper into the challenges of governing globally interconnected phenomena 

and will discuss questions such as: How could spillover effects be governed? How 

could private governance of complex global commodity chains and public 

governance approaches be better coordinated? What kind of institutions could 

manage social and environmental trade-offs across multiple scales? and How to 

effectively address environmental impacts that are masked and often disregarded?  

To this end, we welcome theoretical and conceptual papers addressing the framings 

of such globalised environmental interconnection, as well as empirical papers which 

focus on specific case studies and discuss their governance implications and 

governance options to effectively enhance environmental sustainability in 

globally telecoupled systems. 
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You are invited to submit your paper abstract proposal for this panel to the Panel 

Chairs (newig@uni.leuphana.de and andrea.lenschow@uos.de) by Thursday 8 

February with the following information: 

1. Title of the paper (no more than 20 words) 

2. Abstract of the paper (no more than 500 words) 

3. Author’s (and if applicable co-author’s) email address as registered in their 

MyECPR account 

4. 3 – 5 keywords 
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